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Introduction to Comparative Politics 
Paper Assignment: Due at the start of class, Monday, December 10th 
 
Requirements: 
 
The paper should be double-spaced with 1-inch margins (top, bottom, left and right) using Times 
New Roman font (12 point).  The paper must be at least 5 full pages and no more than 7 pages, 
not including the bibliography; papers shorter or longer can be penalized.  If you use footnotes, 
they must be single-spaced and should appear at the bottom of the page.  Make sure you cite 
your sources any time you use either someone else’s words (which must appear in quotations) or 
ideas.  This includes concepts from lecture – if you take an argument directly from your lecture 
notes, make sure you cite the lecture.  Internal citations with full bibliographic references at the 
end of the paper are preferred. 
  
Your paper is due Monday, December 10th, at the beginning of lecture. Papers must be 
handed in before class on Monday, December 10th. Papers brought in after 9:35 a.m. will be 
considered late, so be on time.  Please have your N-number (but not your name!) and TA on the 
top right corner of the first page of the paper. 

In addition to handing in a hard copy of the paper, you must also submit an electronic version 
online through NYU Classes.  This must also be done BEFORE class. Papers uploaded to NYU 
Classes after 9:30 AM on Monday, December 10th will be considered late.  Please do not put 
your name on the version of the paper you upload – that should also just have your N number. 

Late papers must be uploaded to NYU Classes and will be penalized 1/3 of a grade for each day 
that they are late (e.g., 1/3 of a grade by Tuesday at 9:30, 2/3 of a grade by Wednesday at 9:30). 
If you upload a late paper, please also email your TA immediately to let her or him know you 
have done so.  
 
Please also note that you MUST complete this assignment to pass the course.    
 
The Topic:  
 
For this assignment, we would like for you to consider the political fate of the former Soviet 
Republic of Livonia.  It is 1992, and Livonia has just achieved its independence from the Soviet 
Union.  Following last month’s dramatic negotiations, a new government has come to power.  Its 
officials are committed to transforming Livonia into a democratic republic and to endowing the 
country with a vibrant market economy.  However, before these changes can occur, the country 
must ratify a constitution specifying how Livonia’s new democracy will be organized.   
 
After much struggle, a special panel of experts has decided in favor of a parliamentary system of 
government.  The panel has also come up with two possible ways of structuring this 
parliamentary system, which can be found on page 3. 
 



 2 

Your assignment:  You are to write a paper supporting one (and only one!) of these two 
proposals.  Your paper must: 
 

1. Clearly state the criteria by which you are evaluating the two systems. 
2. Contrast the strengths and weaknesses of both systems based on these criteria. 
3. Give one (and only one) suggested change for improving the proposal that you have 

chosen and justify why this change will improve the proposal. 
4. Explain what type of political party system is likely to develop from the option you 

selected, why this may be the case, and why you think this type of party system is 
preferable. 

5. Explain why the option you have chosen with the change you have made is the best one 
for Livonia. 

 
The primary goal of the new system is to provide a means for the Livonians to preserve their 
fragile new democracy and to transform and revitalize their economy. Please be as clear as 
possible about how you think the two options will help or hurt this task.   
 
Additional information about Livonia can be found on pages 4-5 of this assignment.  Please draw 
on this information in writing your essay.  In other words, you should make sure that you take 
into account Livonia’s demographic, political, and economic situation as detailed on the 
following pages.  (NOTE: The Soviet Republic of Livonia is fictional, so you should not attempt 
to do any outside research on the country.  There is a real ethnic group called the Livonians, so 
if you look this up on Wikipedia, you will find something.  But there was no “Soviet Republic of 
Livonia”. All the information on Livonia that you need to write the essay is found on pages 4-5 
of this assignment. Additionally, you should not go back to the materials we handed out on 
Livonia in recitation – rely only on the materials we are providing you now.) 
 
Remember, a good essay not only answers the questions but also draws upon the readings and 
lectures from the course for lessons, experiences and theories that lend support to your 
arguments.  You do NOT need to do any additional readings to complete this assignment beyond 
the readings already assigned for this course. 
 
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ANSWER ALL ASPECTS OF THE QUESTION!  You will be 
graded on the quality of your answer to this particular question!  Note: If you are making 
assumptions about Livonia that go beyond the details provided but are important for your 
arguments, please clearly state what your assumption is, and why you are making it.   
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EXPERT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Option 1   
 
The Livonian constitution will be based on a parliamentary system of government. The parliament 
will have 150 seats, all of which will be allocated on the basis of proportional representation. Each 
political party will have a single closed national list of proposed parliament members for these 150 
seats.  Parties will have to pass a 5% national threshold to gain any seats in the parliament, i.e., to 
participate in the proportional distribution of the 150 national seats. New elections for the 
parliament must be held within 5 years of the previous election, but can be called at any time by the 
current government before that date. 
 
At any time, the parliament may issue a “vote of no confidence” in the government.  Should the 
parliament issue a vote of no confidence, there must be a new government voted into office within 
30 days.  Should a new government fail to be confirmed within 30 days, a new parliamentary 
election must automatically be held within 75 days from the original vote of no confidence. 
 
The Livonian parliament will also elect a president once every seven years; this vote will require 
a majority of the parliament.  The president will stay in office for the entire duration of the 
seven-year period unless convicted of a “high crime” by a court of law during that period, but 
cannot run for re-election.  The president has no formal powers other than declaring the new 
session of the parliament open following an election. 
 
Option 2 
 
The Livonian constitution will be based on a parliamentary system of government. The parliament 
will have 225 seats. 200 legislators will be chosen from 200 single-member districts using first past 
the post rules. Thus, in each district, the candidate with the most votes in the election wins the seat. 
These districts will be distributed according to population in an effort to create 200 districts of 
roughly the same size, but districts will not be permitted to cross oblast boundaries.  The remaining 
25 seats will be awarded to the party that receives the most votes in all of the single member 
districts combined.   
 
Elections to the parliament must be held no longer than four years after the previous election.  
However, once two years have passed since the previous election, the government can call new 
elections at any time it chooses (provided it is before four years have elapsed).  The parliament at any 
time can cast a “constructive vote of no confidence” that replaces one government with another 
government, but it cannot vote a simple “vote of no confidence” without a replacement government. 
 
Livonia will also have a directly elected president.  The president will be directly elected every four 
years in a two-round election to be held in the first week of October.  If any candidate receives 
more than 50% of the vote in the first round, then he or she will be declared the winner of the 
election.  If no candidate receives more than 50% of the vote in the first round, then the top two 
candidates will participate in a second round election two weeks later.  Whichever candidate wins 
the most votes in the second round will win the presidency.  Candidates may not serve more than 
two consecutive terms as president.  The president does not appoint the government, but she or he 
is allowed to veto legislation.  This veto, however, can be overridden by a majority vote of the 
parliament.



Country Snapshot: Livonia 
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Population:  8,085,800 (approximately the same as New York City) 
Size:   8,262 square miles (approximately the size of Massachusetts) 
 
Ethnic Composition:  

• 50% Livonian-speaking Catholics; 
• 25% Livonian-speaking Buddhists; 
• 20% Russian-speaking Eastern Orthodox Christians (half of these live in the eastern part 

of the country, which borders Russia, the other half are evenly dispersed throughout the 
country); and 

• 5% Other Russian-speaking Minorities. 
 
Major Political Forces: 

• The Kinder, Gentler Communists (KGC) remains the largest and best-organized political 
party in the country by far, despite recent defections.  They are a direct successor party to 
the old ruling Communist party, although they claim to be “reformed.”  Even with the 
name change, the commitment of the KGC to democratic government remains uncertain. 

• The democratic umbrella movement Hands Across Livonia (HAL) has begun to splinter 
into six different groups.  Five of these continue to meet regularly in an effort to keep the 
now very loose coalition together.  They are: 

• The Livonian Tree-Huggers Party (LTH), an environmentally-oriented group. 

• The Livonian Coalition for Redevelopment (LCR), which seeks a rapid (if necessary, 
drastic) transition to a market economy.  This group also supports civil liberties and a 
strong civil society. 

• The Buddhist Action Party (BAP) wants to govern in accordance with the tenets of 
Buddhism.  It has little interest in actively managing the economy. 

• The Amalgamated Workers of Livonia (AWOL) includes defectors from the KGC 
and has also attracted the support of HAL’s charismatic leader, the goat-herders’ 
unionist Dobri Muhzik.  They support a slower economic transition with protection 
for local industry and jobs.  They also favor protections for the “traditional” Livonian 
way of life. 

• The New Beginnings Party (NBP) wants to bring Livonian government closer to the 
western European social-democratic model.  Its platform includes some government 
regulation of the economy, including efforts to promote technologically advanced 
clean industry, and a program of redistribution of wealth through social services.  It 
also actively supports protections for ethnic and religious minorities.   

• The sixth group is the small, ultranationalist Alliance of Livonian Nationalists (ALN).  
Although most consider the ALN to be a lunatic fringe, their charismatic and 
controversial leader Zlatko Volfovich has attracted a growing following, especially 
among unemployed young men.   

• The Russian-Livonian Alliance (RLA) has only recently emerged as a political force and 
is primarily concerned with protecting the rights of Russian speaking Livonians.  It is 
strongest in the majority Russian oblasts and fairly weak in the rest of the country.  It 
claims the support of approximately half of the country’s Russian speaking citizens; the 
rest tend to support the KGC.  Its titular leader is the popular ethnic Russian actress-
model Svetlana Nazimova.  
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Local Government: Livonia is divided into 27 territorial units, called oblasts, which were 
originally created in the 17th century.  Six oblasts, which border Russia on the east, have a 
majority of Russian-speakers.  The oblasts vary widely in size, with the largest, comprising the 
capital city of Mrachny, including twenty times as many residents as the smallest, Chukchi. 
 
Class Divisions:   
 

• 5% of population is “upper class”; these are primarily, but not exclusively, former 
members of the Communist ruling elite that took advantage of the chaotic nature of the 
transition to seize control of valuable state assets; 

• 15% emergent middle class;  
• 35% working class/farmers living above the poverty line; 
• 45% working class/farmers living at or below the poverty line. 
• The classes are evenly distributed across the oblasts.  Over 90% of the population is 

literate, 65% have regular access to television, and the internet has not been invented yet. 
 
Urban/Rural Dimensions: 
 

• 40% urban; 
• 15% suburban;  
• 45% rural. 
• Twelve oblasts have a majority of rural residents.  Two of the urban oblasts, the major 

cities of Mrachny and Gorodski, are entirely urban.  The remaining oblasts are a mixture 
of urban, suburban, and rural.  The suburban areas tend to have a higher proportion of 
middle and upper-class residents. 

 
Major Industries: 
 

• Chemical fertilizers, machine tools, particle board, ball bearings, and goat by-products. 
 
Geography: 
 

• A landlocked, mostly mountainous country with some forests and agricultural land. 
• Bounded by Poland on the west, Russia on the east and north, and Ukraine on the south. 
• The Mussor River runs through the capital city, Mrachny.  It has become highly polluted 

by Soviet-era heavy industry, and is one of the country’s most important environmental 
and public health issues.  The other is the clearing of Livonia’s highland forests. 

 


